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Guiding Principles

1. Inclusiveness
2. Transparency
3. Engagement
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Statistics: Women and Girls with DisabilitiesWomen and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

One in five women live with a disability globally. The number of 
persons in the Arab region with disabilities is estimated at 
nearly 60 million persons. A review of data availability in 10 
Arab countries that have applied the Washington Group short 
set of questions showed that the range of disability prevalence 
was between 0.2 and 5.1 percent.

Source:  Making the SDGs count for women with disabilities 
and the Arab Gender Gap Report (ESCWA)
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Statistics: Elderly WomenWomen and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

Women in 2020 account for 55 percent of the global 
population aged 65 years or over. The overrepresentation of 
women increases with age: currently, they constitute 62 
percent of those aged 80 years or above.

The percentage of the elderly of 65 years of age or above in the 
Arab region is less than 5% in most countries with the 
exception of Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia. However, in 
absolute numbers/ value, the total number of the elderly is 
expected to rise from 22 million in 2023 to 31 million in 2030.

Source: un_pop_2020_pf_ageing_10_key_messages.pdf and Demographics of Ageing in the 
Arab Region (unescwa.org)
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Statistics: Refugees/ ImmigrantsWomen and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

In 2020, 48 percent (134.9 million) of all international migrants 
worldwide were women or girls.

Sources: situation-report-international-migration-2021 policy-brief-english.pdf and Article: Top 
Statistics on Global Migration and Mi.. | migrationpolicy.org
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Intersection - Leaving no one behind

Women and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

Guiding Questions:

… about the situation of women and girls who face multiple and intersecting forms of 
discrimination. Additionally, States are invited to provide brief, tangible examples about 
targeted measures they have implemented for marginalized groups of women and girls, 
particularly those listed in question 3, including the human rights of women (critical area of 
concern I, BDPfA) and women and girls of different ages, including the girl child (critical area of 
concern L, BDPfA) across sections.

Consultations about the following:

Survey data to be included in the narrative report.
Progress and challenges in the implementation of the BPfA.
Alignment with the 12 critical areas of concern of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action  and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Targets under SDG 5)

Review progress on laws, policies and strategies; institutional mechanisms for gender equality; 
the transformation of discriminatory norms and gender stereotypes; investments to close 
resource gaps; accountability for existing commitments and capacity building, data collection, 
monitoring and evaluation, and technology and innovation.
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Statistics: Women and Girls with Disabilities

Women and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

International Mechanisms: Examples: The Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and International 
Labour Organization Convention 190.

National Strategy for Persons with Disabilities.

League of Arab States.

United Nations: Examples: ESCWA, UN Women, International Labor Organization 
(ILO), UNICEF, and OHCHR

National and Regional Civil Society Organizations (alongside country branches). For 
example:
Arab Organization of Disabled People (AODP) and Arab Forum of Women with 
Disabilities.

International Disability Alliance "IDA" (Branches in the Arab Region).
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Interests/ Solutions: Women and Girls with Disabilities

Women and Girls with 
Disabilities
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

Arab Forum of Women with Disabilities – Areas of interest 

(statements).

Decision making and vision.

Economic (Jobs, salaries, transportation, accessibility)

Mitigating disasters, COVID-19, and conflict.

Women, Peace and Security (WPS).

Violence against women with disabilities.



Session Four. Migrant Women in the Arab 
Region
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Frameworks and Conventions on Migrant 
Women
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BDPfA Critical Areas of Concern
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Comprehensive Development, Common Prosperity and Decent Work

Migrant workers, especially 
migrant domestic workers, are 
often excluded from protection 

under the Labor Law.

Women constitute only 17 
percent of the migrant worker 
population in the Arab region, 
compared to a global average 

of 41 percent.
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Poverty Eradication, Social Protection, and Social Services

• Migrants and refugees are oftentimes excluded from national social 
protection mechanisms.

• Cash Transfers
• In 2020, the Arab region received cash transfers totaling $57.9 

billion, representing 8% of the global cash transfer flow.
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Freedom from Violence, Stigma, and Stereotypes

Women represent the majority of victims trafficked for sexual 
exploitation and two-thirds of the victims trafficked for forced labor.

Female domestic workers are particularly vulnerable to abuse.
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Identifying Future Priorities
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Voicing the Needs of Migrant Women

▪ Holding consultations with key stakeholders:
• Government (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, 

Ministry of Interior).
• National human rights institutions (NHRIs).
• Members of Parliament (Parliamentary Committee on Migrant Issues).
• UN Agencies (e.g. ESCWA, International Organization for Migration (IOM), United 

Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), ILO, UN 
Women).

• Civil Society Organizations (e.g. migrant associations)

o Reviewing national reports on the Global Compact for Migration, wherever possible.
o Building leadership capacities of migrant women.
o Adopting a multi-faceted approach for migration programmes/ policies.
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Comprehensive Development, Common Prosperity and Decent Work

Strengthen 
gender-

responsive 
programs and 
policies (pre-

departure and 
post-arrival).

Ensure labor law 
coverage in line 

with ILO and 
CEDAW standards, 

including for 
domestic workers.

Guarantee social 
protection 

reaches migrant 
women and girls.

Ensure female 
migrants are 

aware of and can 
access social 
protection 
services.

Increase 
participation of 

migrant women in 
critical decision-
making efforts.

Generate sex-
disaggregated data 

and undertake 
gender analysis on 

the social-economic 
situation of migrant 

women.
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Key Resources
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Situation Report on International Migration 2021
Building Forward Better for Migrants and Refugees in the Arab Region

The Arab Regional GCM Review Report: 
Progress, Priorities, Challenges and Future 

Prospects



Older Women between the BPfA and 
International Frameworks for Older Persons
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Most Important International Frameworks for Older Persons

1982 1991 1994 1999 2002 2006 2012 2015 2016

The 2030 
Agenda for 
Sustainable 
Developme

nt

ILO Social 
Protection 

Floors 
Recommenda

tion, 2012 
(No. 202)

Convention 
on the Rights 

of Persons 
with 

Disabilities

Madrid 
International 
Plan of Action 

on Ageing

Resolution S-21/2: Key 
actions for the further 
implementation of the 

Programme of Action of 
the International 

Conference on 
Population and 

Development (ICPD)

ICPD 
Programme 

of Action

United Nations 
Principles for 
Older Persons 

(Resolution 
46/91) 

Vienna 
International 
Plan of Action 

on Ageing

New 
Urban 

Agenda



Health promotion and well-being throughout life

Universal and equal access to health-care services

Training of care providers and health professionals

Mental health needs of older persons

Older persons and disabilities

Active participation in society and development

Work and the ageing labour force

Rural development, migration and urbanization

Access to knowledge, education and training

Intergenerational solidarity

Eradication of poverty

Income security, social protection/social security and poverty prevention

Emergency situations

Ensuring enabling and supportive environments

Older persons and developmentAdvancing health and well-being into old age 

Housing and the living environment

Care and support for caregivers

Neglect, abuse and violence

Images of ageing 

The intersection between the Madrid Plan of Action and the BPFA

Women in power and 

decision-making

The girl child
Women and the 

economy

The girl childEducation and training 

of women

The girl child
Women and 

poverty

Women and 

poverty

Women and armed conflict

Human rights of women

Institutional 

mechanisms

Women and health

Women and health

Women and the 

environment

Violence against women

Women and the media
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Key Challenges by Area of Concern
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Two out of every three 

older persons are illiterate 

in six Arab countries

Older women are more 

excluded: the male pension 

coverage rate can be five times 

higher than the female coverage 

rate in some Arab countries.

Women and Poverty Education and training of women

❑ There is a high poverty rate among 
elderly women.

❑ Many elderly women do not receive 
retirement pension.

❑ Poverty rate is high among women 
due to accumulation of discrimination 
over time.

❑ Older women have lower education 
levels.

❑ In some Arab countries, the 
percentage of educated rural 
women is less than 10%.



Women and Health Violence against women

Elderly women are more vulnerable to 
non-communicable and chronic diseases.
Sexual and reproduction health of elderly 
women is considered taboo in some 
countries of the region.

Older women are subject to violence 
from family members.
This violence is not recognized or 
undervalued.
There is a lack of a legal umbrella for 
protecting older women in most Arab 
countries.



Women and Armed Conflict Women and the economy

Older women represent a significant part 
of refugees and are considered the most 
vulnerable group.
Forced migration resulting from armed 
conflicts, natural disasters, and economic 
crises has a multiplier effect on older 
population.
These circumstances lead to increased 
sexual and physical violence.

The intersection among ageing, sex-based 
discrimination and stereotyping adversely 
affect older women.



Women in power and decision-making Women and the media

Older women's voices and opinions are 
rarely heard and used to inform national 
policies.
This will lead to weakness in policies due 
to the fast pace of ageing in all countries 
of the region and the increasing number 
of older women.

The intersection between age and sex, as 
portrayed in the media, will pose an 
obstacle because it combines stereotyping 
and discrimination on the basis of age and 
sex. 



Human rights of women Women and the environment

Despite their legal rights, older women 
often do not enjoy these rights either 
because they are not aware of them or 
unable to access relevant services.

Older women do not participate in 
environmental decision-making processes.
Older women are particularly vulnerable to 
climate change (e.g. lack of clean water). 
Moreover, desertification affects older 
women in rural areas in particular.
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Integrating Voices and Needs of Older Women in the Review 
Process
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Integrating older women, as a special group, into the BPfA review 
processes and country report.

Integrating older women into all review processes of mechanisms and 
conventions targeting women and older persons through the formation of 
special task forces.

Disaggregating data and information by age during the review of the BPfA.
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Demonstrating progress for older women in the report.

Including interventions targeting older women and relevant challenges at 
the national level in the report.

Studying review reports of the Madrid International Plan of Action on 
Ageing and relevant recommendations
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The Way Forward
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o Changing negative stereotypes of elderly women in 
the media.

o Providing social protection and retirement pension 
benefits to the largest number of older women.

o Enhancing intergenerational solidarity as the 
cornerstone for developing all-inclusive policies.

o Developing and integrating accessible, detailed and 
updated data disaggregated by sex and age on 
older persons into databases, and building national 
capacities to produce and analyze this data.
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o Engaging older women in decision-making 
processes and enhancing their integration into 
society.

o Protecting older women from neglect and abuse, 
and developing mechanisms to ensure their safety 
in times of war and crises.

o Promoting active and healthy ageing for older 
women



© Copyright ESCWA. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may be used or reproduced in any form without written permission.

References





Nour's Case

Nour, a 16-year-old girl whose world was turned upside down when she became engaged at the age of 13, It 
had not been an easy path for her. She found herself in the face of social criticism and family pressure after 
calling off the engagement. Her decision to continue her studies rather than marry was met with opposition, 
including physical violence from her parents, who wanted her to reconsider her decision. In the middle of 
these difficulties, Nour realized that the center next to her house provides activities centered on children's 
rights. After attending many sessions, she openly discussed her troubles with a facilitator, finding comfort for 
the first time in a safe, non-judgmental environment.



Nour's Case

This was a turning-point moment for her. During the session, Nour switched her attention from her difficult 
period toward skill development. Even when she finished the program, she didn't want to leave the center. For 
her, it became an escape, a place where she could feel secure and accepted. Nour expressed her desire to 
raise awareness about child marriage to prevent other girls from going through the same experience. With the 
facilitator's aid, Nour became an active participant in the center's activities, helping us conduct the awareness 
sessions and allowing her to gain leadership and communication skills. More importantly, the center became a 
happy place for Nour and others like her – a place to put an end to violence against women and girls
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