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1. Inclusiveness

2. Transparency
3. Engagement
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Statistics: Women and Girls with Disabilities

One in five women live with a disability globally. The number of
persons in the Arab region with disabilities is estimated at

Elderly Women nearly 60 million persons. A review of data availability in 10
f . Arab countries that have applied the Washington Group short
Re ugeeS/ Immlgra nts set of questions showed that the range of disability prevalence

was between 0.2 and 5.1 percent.

Youth Female Population
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Source: Making the SDGs count for women with disabilities
and the Arab Gender Gap Report (ESCWA)
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Women and Girls with Statistics: Elderly Women

Disabilities Women in 2020 account for 55 percent of the global
population aged 65 years or over. The overrepresentation of
women increases with age: currently, they constitute 62
percent of those aged 80 years or above.

Refugees/ Immigrants
YOUth Female Popu IatiOn The percentage of the elderly of 65 years of age or above in the

Arab region is less than 5% in most countries with the
exception of Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia. However, in
absolute numbers/ value, the total number of the elderly is
expected to rise from 22 million in 2023 to 31 million in 2030.

Source: un_pop_2020_pf ageing_10_key_messages.pdf and Demographics of Ageing in the
Arab Region (unescwa.org)
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Women and Girls With Statistics: Refugees/ Immigrants

Disa bilities In 2020, 48 percent (134.9 million) of all international migrants

worldwide were women or girls.
Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants

FIIJUH: 1. Number of migrants and refugees from and it
Arab countries (Millions) by subregion, 2020

.

[ )
Youth Female Population " 0202013 ot e s
Arab LOCs S7oWn iy 2 miloy refugees in the Arab region wero
woman
Mashreg S A milon B8 7.2 mlion
Maghreb Blmlma 12 millon
[ Woman made up simost ‘/2 of
) the migrant and refugee populaton
6CC I’e milion in the Mashreq and n the Arab
0 20 c oy o @ LDCs compared with 35% in the
® Mgrants ond rofugees 1 Migrants aed refugoes Maghreb and Wn% in the 6CC
from Arab countrizs in Arab countries

Sowce United Natons Departmant of Economic sed Soziasl AMsirs (0ESA),
{ntampeony Mers3ar 20

Note: In ridernace 1o GCC, the data denoted mainly rafers o migranes, gven
the migration trends 1o the GCC,

Sources: situation-report-international-migration-2021 policy-brief-english.pdf and Article: Top
Statistics on Global Migration and Mi.. | migrationpolicy.org
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Intersection - Leaving no one behind

Women and Girls with
Disabilities

Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

Guiding Questions:

... about the situation of women and girls who face multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination. Additionally, States are invited to provide brief, tangible examples about
targeted measures they have implemented for marginalized groups of women and girls,
particularly those listed in question 3, including the human rights of women (critical area of
concern |, BDPfA) and women and girls of different ages, including the girl child (critical area of
concern L, BDPfA) across sections.

Consultations about the following:

Survey data to be included in the narrative report.

Progress and challenges in the implementation of the BPfA.

Alignment with the 12 critical areas of concern of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Targets under SDG 5)

Review progress on laws, policies and strategies; institutional mechanisms for gender equality;
the transformation of discriminatory norms and gender stereotypes; investments to close
resource gaps; accountability for existing commitments and capacity building, data collection,
monitoring and evaluation, and technology and innovation.
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Statistics: Women and Girls with Disabilities

International Mechanisms: Examples: The Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and International
Labour Organization Convention 190.

National Strategy for Persons with Disabilities.

Elderly Women
Refugees/ Immigrants
Youth Female Population

League of Arab States.

United Nations: Examples:

National and Regional Civil Society Organizations (alongside country branches). For
example:

Arab Organization of Disabled People (AODP) and Arab Forum of Women with
Disabilities.

International Disability Alliance "IDA" (Branches in the Arab Region).
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Interests/ Solutions: Women and Girls with Disabilities

Arab Forum of Women with Disabilities — Areas of interest

(statements).
Elderly Women Decision making and vision.
Refugees/ |mmigra nts Economic (Jobs, salaries, transportation, accessibility)

Youth Female POpulation Mitigating disasters, COVID-19, and conflict.
Women, Peace and Security (WPS).

Violence against women with disabilities.

© Copyright ESCWA. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may be used or reproduced in any form without written permission.



Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia

Session Four. Migrant Women in the Arab
Region

Facilitated by: Milad Pournik
Assoclate Social Affairs Officer, ESCWA

UNITED MATIONS

gLl . s S~
ESCWA 2 United Nations Entity for Gender Equality

and the Empowerment of Women




A - .

74 TR | / .- ]
=== | Shared Prosperity Dignified Life &£ & =
Il I . -
ESCWA ol

Frameworks and Conventions on Migrant

Women
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BDPf{A Critical Areas of Concern
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Comprehensive Development, Common Prosperity and Decent Work

Migrant workers, especially
migrant domestic workers, are
often excluded from protection

under the Labor Law.

Women constitute only 17
percent of the migrant worker
population in the Arab region,
compared to a global average

of 41 percent.
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Poverty Eradication, Social Protection, and Social Services

* Migrants and refugees are oftentimes excluded from national social
protection mechanismes.

 (Cash Transfers
* In 2020, the Arab region received cash transfers totaling $57.9

villion, representing 8% of the global cash transfer flow.
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Freedom from Violence, Stigma, and Stereotypes
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ldentifying Future Priorities
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Voicing the Needs of Migrant Women

= Holding consultations with key stakeholders:

 Government (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs,
Ministry of Interior).

* National human rights institutions (NHRIs).

 Members of Parliament (Parliamentary Committee on Migrant Issues).

 UN Agencies (e.g. ESCWA, International Organization for Migration (IOM), United
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), ILO, UN
Women).

e Civil Society Organizations (e.g. migrant associations)

o Reviewing national reports on the Global Compact for Migration, wherever possible.
o Building leadership capacities of migrant women.
o Adopting a multi-faceted approach for migration programmes/ policies.
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Comprehensive Development, Common Prosperity and Decent Work

Strengthen
gender-
responsive

programs and
policies (pre-
departure and
post-arrival).

Ensure labor law
coverage in line
with ILO and
CEDAW standards,
including for
domestic workers.

Guarantee social
protection
reaches migrant
women and girls.

Ensure female
migrants are
aware of and can
access social
protection
services.

Increase
participation of
migrant women in
critical decision-
making efforts.
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Generate sex-
disaggregated data
and undertake

gender analysis on

the social-economic

situation of migrant
women.
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Key Resources
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The Arab Regional GCM Review Report:
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Regional Stakeholder Consultation for the Arab States on Advancing GCM Implementation for Women
Migrant Workers, Migrant Children and Youth in the Arab Region: Reviewing Progress and Addressing
Continuing Challenges

Situation Report on International Migration 2021
Building Forward Better for Migrants and Refugees in the Arab Region

Co-organized by UN Women Regional Office for the Arab States and UNICEF Middle East and North
Africa Regional Office
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Annex to the Outcome Document of the Regional GCM Review Conference!
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Most Important International Frameworks for Older Persons
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The intersection between the Madrid Plan of Action and the BPFA
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Key Challenges by Area of Concern
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L There is a high poverty rate among O Older women have lower education
elderly women. levels.

O Many elderly women do not receive O In some Arab countries, the
retirement pension. percentage of educated rural

L Poverty rate is high among women women is less than 10%.
due to accumulation of discrimination
over time.

£ Older women are more
i excluded: the male pension
coverage rate can be five times
higher than the female coverage
rate in some Arab countries.
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Elderly women are more vulnerable to
non-communicable and chronic diseases.
Sexual and reproduction health of elderly
women is considered taboo in some
countries of the region.

Older women are subject to violence
from family members.

This violence is not recognized or
undervalued.

There is a lack of a legal umbrella for
protecting older women in most Arab
countries.



Older women represent a significant part The intersection among ageing, sex-based
of refugees and are considered the most discrimination and stereotyping adversely
vulnerable group. affect older women.

Forced migration resulting from armed
conflicts, natural disasters, and economic
crises has a multiplier effect on older
population.

These circumstances lead to increased
sexual and physical violence.



Older women's voices and opinions are
rarely heard and used to inform national
policies.

This will lead to weakness in policies due
to the fast pace of ageing in all countries
of the region and the increasing number
of older women.

The intersection between age and sex, as
portrayed in the media, will pose an
obstacle because it combines stereotyping
and discrimination on the basis of age and
Sex.



Despite their legal rights, older women
often do not enjoy these rights either
because they are not aware of them or
unable to access relevant services.

Older women do not participate in
environmental decision-making processes.
Older women are particularly vulnerable to
climate change (e.g. lack of clean water).
Moreover, desertification affects older
women in rural areas in particular.
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Integrating Voices and Needs of Older Women in the Review

Process
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Integrating older women, as a special group, into the BPfA review
processes and country report.

Integrating older women into all review processes of mechanisms and
conventions targeting women and older persons through the formation of
special task forces.

Disaggregating data and information by age during the review of the BPfA.
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Demonstrating progress for older women in the report.

Including interventions targeting older women and relevant challenges at
the national level in the report.

Studying review reports of the Madrid International Plan of Action on
Ageing and relevant recommendations
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The Way Forward
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o Changing negative stereotypes of elderly women in o Providing social protection and retirement pension
the media. benefits to the largest number of older women.

o Enhancing intergenerational solidarity as the o Developing and integrating accessible, detailed and
cornerstone for developing all-inclusive policies. updated data disaggregated by sex and age on

older persons into databases, and building national
capacities to produce and analyze this data.
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o Engaging older women in decision-making o Protecting older women from neglect and abuse,
processes and enhancing their integration into and developing mechanisms to ensure their safety
society. in times of war and crises.

o Promoting active and healthy ageing for older
women
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Meaningful Inclusion of Children in Reporting




Nour's Case

Nour, a 16-year-old girl whose world was turned upside down when she became engaged at the age of 13, It
had not been an easy path for her. She found herself in the face of social criticism and family pressure after
calling off the engagement. Her decision to continue her studies rather than marry was met with opposition,
including physical violence from her parents, who wanted her to reconsider her decision. In the middle of
these difficulties, Nour realized that the center next to her house provides activities centered on children's
rights. After attending many sessions, she openly discussed her troubles with a facilitator, finding comfort for

the first time in a safe, non-judgmental environment.



Nour's Case

This was a turning-point moment for her. During the session, Nour switched her attention from her difficult
period toward skill development. Even when she finished the program, she didn't want to leave the center. For
her, it became an escape, a place where she could feel secure and accepted. Nour expressed her desire to
raise awareness about child marriage to prevent other girls from going through the same experience. With the
facilitator's aid, Nour became an active participant in the center's activities, helping us conduct the awareness
sessions and allowing her to gain leadership and communication skills. More importantly, the center became a
happy place for Nour and others like her — a place to put an end to violence against women and girls



Non-
discrimination

Right to life,
survivaland
development

Rightto be
heard/particip
ate

Best interests
of the child



Children can express their opinions and influence Children should be involved in decision-making in all
decision-making processes, which ensures that planned matters affecting their lives while considering their
design is more relevant to the needs and rights of girls, evolving capacity and best interests and recognized as

resulting in more successful and responsible programs. social actors



B
Nine Basic Requirements

] 2 3 4
Transparency Voluntary Respectful Relevant
| _ —
5 O / 8 9
Safe and
Child- friendly Inclusive Supported by Sensitive to Accountable

Training Risk

o e ——— -



Child and Youth level

Personal development empowerment and motivation

Opportunity to contribute to positive change in their communities

Chanel to voice their concerns

Leads to improved decision making and better-informed responses and ocutcomes

Create a robust policy by building a body evidence from children



National level

Ensure government policies meet the needs of children and are child-responsive
Ensure diverse perspectives

Learning better about children’s lives and understand children’s ideas and priorities
Improves credibility and accountability

Enriches report quality



What Arab States said at Beijing+25

In the report from the Arab region on the Beijing
Declaration+25, Arab countries made promises to make
girls’ lives healthier and safer. In order to do this, they
have committed to two priority areas which they will | /
focus on for the next 5 years:

Ending child marriage.
Ending female genital mutilation.




Recommendations [E—

1. Enact legislation that protects girls from early marriage.
2. Encourage parents to cupport girle and ctrengthen their
role in developing their skills.

F + e 3. Raice awarenece among girle and encure they understand

U U P their rights, for example the right to education, equality,
ey and health care.

2%

! ~z ) 4. Focus on the significance of girls’ education and the
\ importance of getting a university degree.
)

5. Emphasize that girls should support cach other to
\A’ / (/ overcome obstacles.
7 X /0/‘ 6. Encourage girls not to remain silent, and to express their

)( opinions and defend their rights.

46
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Artivism - Tool

Artivism is a combination of the words art and activism, where people use art to promote
social change, conduct social initiatives and to raise awareness

Artivism activities can take different forms, including music, theater mural drawing, story
telling

By this tool we also ensure that children are really participating and that their voices are
heard

Artivism focuses on...

Child centered - the children will choose the topic that is interesting, understandable

and relates to their own lives and communities
The children are the decision maker and the leaders of this



!WE ASKED CHILDREN FROM JORDAN, LEBANON AND EGYPT
= WHAT THEIR DREAMS ARE FOR GIRLS AT HOME
AND AROUND THE




Artivism activity with participants




“After this project | feel that
my personality improved a
lot. This helped develop my
ability to speak
persuasively and learn how

voice of other children
age in an appropriate ws
I’ve also gained skills




AGEL Centre

Girls Leaders Toward Change: Adolescent Girls Empowerment Led
Center in Zaatari Camp” AGEL

A project that aims to give adolescent girls the tools they need to
develop their social, economic, and health resources in a safe
environment under the direction of female youth mentors.



How are girls involved?

The project is designed through girls- led The Anti-Harassment Campaign aims to

approach, where girls identify the difficulties raise awareness about harassment and

and social issues they face in order to find its effects on individuals, families, and

effective and innovative solutions for them. communities. The campaign will be led

> Leading the way to change is the first and by Syrian adolescents from AGEL core girls
only center of its kind in Zaatari dedicated and ARSENAL boys and girls ages between

10-18 years, with the supervision of

to adolescent girls (10-19), which is led _ _ _
Projects staff in Zaatari refugee camp.

and supervised by a core team of youth
female mentors between the ages of 20 > Girls and boys will led on the messages of
and 29. the campaign, slogan after a 2

days training received on campaigning



Participatory Action Research - Tool

It is a collaborative effort led by a group of children/ Youth with the goal of solving

an issue in their community to gather evidence on a topic they are affected by.

Gathering evidence of child rights violations through child friendly methodology

and produces

Children lead, gather, analyze, write and advocate about every day’s needs and

experiences



and question
formulation

Data Collection

|

Writing Report
and Data Analyses
dissernination










Child and Youth Advisory Committee

Save the Children works with child and youth advisory committees across national
contexts and globally. Committees are usually made up of up to 20 child/youth

advisors, who are elected on a 1-year term from across partners we work with.

Committees are then consulted on key areas of strategy, engaged in advocacy and
campaign actions and decision-making, and we work with them to ensure our work

meets their needs and to receive and action their feedback



to quarantee
equal
participation

=1gle!
opportunities
for all children

Conduct
monthly
workshop and
trainings to
build the
capacity of the
committee

work plan,

reflecting

children’s
experiences
and priorities

Conduct
N monitoring and
evaluation for
the work










Resources

The Nine Basic Requirements for Meaningful and Ethical Children's
Participation | Save the Children’s Resource Centre

Save the Children- Workshop Guidebook -Arabic.pdf

Children's Advisory Committee of SC - TOR- SA 26072022
revised.pdf

PAR Training Manual.pdf
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