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Beijing Platform for Action

The Beljing Declaration anc most
Platform for Action was adoptec progressive
in 1995 at the Fourth Worlc blueprint
Conference on Women and
reaffrmed at the 23 Specia
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly in 2000.

Global Vision



.
Adoption Background

Desire for advancing women and | Political and economic crises
achieving gender equality affecting women

Comprehensive
Indivisible Agenda

Continued systematic
discrimination and violations
against women

Persistence of entrenched biased
attitudes towards women

© All rights reserved to ESCWA. This material or any part hereof shall not be reused or reprinted without prior permission.




Intersection with Human Rights Standards

The three conferences on women that preceded the

se,Veng fourth one held in Beljing, and other various
r:’?Me or @ International conferences on human rights
Sren . .
S‘Z’f@z;,,‘;"t?r nternational Human Rights Law
Us e
W, Of . . :
the°’$ena,o‘, nternational Humanitarian Law
Var,. ld 5, 0 . . . .
beff:,{tl;a”hg?:d Resolutions of the United Nations Agencies
yc mad e - (14 b
Wy Nirjg. The Women, Peace and Security (“WPS”) Agenda
nceit sto

International Labour Organization (ILO)
Conventions
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Equality at the Heart of the 2030 Agenda

Development will only be sustainable if its benefits accrue equally to both
women and men; and women’s rights will only become a reality Iif they are
part of broader efforts to protect the planet and ensure that all people can live

with respect and dignity.

A stand-

alone Issue A_cro_s.s-
cutting issue
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Interconnectedness between SDG 5 and the BPfA Critical

Areas

4 (
* Violence Against ] * Harmful Practices
Women * Target 5.3

* Target 5.2 > Critical Area L

* Critical Area D Economic
Resources

Social

\_ Protection T {57 Y,
arget J.
Target 5.4 Critical
Critical Area F
Area F
Informatio . s
Target 5.1: End all forms of Technology Policies §
discrimination against all women - Target 5.8 Target 5.9
and girls everywhere, intersects Critical i:l(:l;aLl 4
5 90 oy ql
with all 12 critical areas * Political e A
Participation - 9 .
* Target 5.5 Critical Area C
. * Critical Area H ) k
J
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Interconnectedness between SDG 5 and all other SDGs

Women’s access to decent work and regular income not
only directly contributes to No Poverty (SDG 1), but also
supports Quality Education (SDG 4), Zero Hunger (SDG
2), and Good Health and Well-being (SDG 3). (Target
5.2): “Eliminate all forms of violence against all women
and girls” is not only a core component of SDG 5, but
also plays a major role in (SDG 3) “Ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being for all at all ages”.

Climate Change (SDG 13) impacts food production,
food safety and economic security for agricultural
communities where women live, so eliminating these
Impacts, other gender-specific constraints, and other
forms of discrimination is a critical step for achieving
SDG 5.
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A. Women and Poverty

Access to
resources and
saving
mechanisms
Gender Macro
perspective in economy
public policy Policies

1.1 Eradicate extreme poverty for all
people everywhere
1.3 Implement social protection systems
and measures for all
1.4 Ensure that all men and women have
equal rights to economic resources
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B. Education and Training of Women

Non-
discriminatory
education

Equal Opportunities Education sector
in Education, reform and
Vocational Training, resource

and Technology monitoring

4.1 Ensure that all complete free and quality
primary and secondary education
4.2 Ensure that all have access to quality early
childhood development and care
4.3 Ensure equal access to affordable and quality
technical, vocational and tertiary education
4.5 Eliminate gender disparities in education
4.6 Ensure that all achieve literacy and numeracy
4.7 Ensure that all acquire the knowledge and skills
needed to promote sustainable development
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C. Women and Health

Sexual and

) Ser_\/l_ces Reproductive
 Policies e
e Reduced
Spendin Research
P J Prevention
/ and Data
Tqrgei' 5.6 3.7 Ensure universal access

to sexual and reproductive

Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive
health and reproductive rights as agreed in
accordance with the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and
Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and
the outcome documents of their review conferences

health-care services
3.8 Achieve universal health
coverage
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D. Violence Against Women

Address
causes and
focus on

prevention

Eliminate Integrative

trafficking approach

in women

5.2 Eliminate all forms
of violence against all
women and girls in the
public and private
spheres
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E. Women and Armed Conflict

Prevention

Protection

Participation 16.1 Reduce all forms

of violence
16.3 Ensure equal
access to justice for
el|
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F. Women and the Economy

Target 5.4

Recognize and value unpaid care and
domestic work through the provision of
public services, infrastructure and social
protection policies and the promotion of
shared responsibility within the household
and the family as nationally appropriate

Eliminate
economic
discrimination

against women

Skills
Development

Infrastructures
and Structures:
Economic
Policies

8.5 Achieve full and
productive employment and
decent work for all women

and men

8.7 Eradicate human

trafficking
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G. Women in Power and Decision-making

Political
empowerment
of women

Enabling Democratic
environment for Structures and
parties Infrastructures

5.c Adopt and strengthen
sound policies and
enforceable legislation for
the promotion of gender
equality and the
empowerment of all women
and girls at all levels
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H. Institutional Mechanisms for the Advancement of

Integrating a
gender
perspective

Upgrading or

strengthening

agencies and
bodies

5.c Adopt and strengthen sound policies and
enforceable legislation for the promotion of
gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls at all levels

© All rights reserved to ESCWA. This material or any part hereof shall not be reused or reprinted without prior permission.



. Human Rights of Women

Ingy:
Alie
* ingy. 9ble ,; Civil and
. Visipy, . 9hts Political Righ
H e R olitical Rights
Un'lq - h ghfs
9ht
’op"OQCh Right to Economic, social
Development and cultural rights
Target 5.1 SBGHIO

Equality

End all forms of discrimination
against all women and girls
everywhere
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and the Media

Women’s
participation in the
media

Right gender-

responsive media Non-stereotypical

strategies representation of

women

5.1 End dll
forms of
discrimination
against all
women and
girls
everywhere
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K. Women and the Environment

Strengthening the
Role of Women in
Environmental
Decision-Making
Integrating a
gender
perspective into

Environmental

. Policies
environmental

policies

Target 5.3 Eliminate all harmful
practices, such as child, early and
forced marriage and female
genital mutilation
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L. The Girl Child

Raising the
awareness of girl
children

Eradiate Modifying

attitudes towards
girls

discrimination,
exploitation, and
harmful practices

Target 5.3 Eliminate all harmful
practices, such as child, early and
forced marriage and female genital
mutilation
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The Beljing Platform for Action’s Underlying Philosophy

Partnership

Intersect Interconnect
edness and

ionality consistency

Root cause
problem-
solving
approach
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Inclusiveness

Women advancement and gender equality are a

Ling, human rights issue and a requirement for social
/ . . . .
af,;ofo,,”gr/;e o justice. They should not be viewed independently
O’be,Zf:;ee,;lZfe m,  [TOMwomen’s issues.
Cns / oh'i/)is 3 Ub/,'c
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Intersectionality

Th
L ) 8
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7 / [ Refugee
'host dl;.o grou:pecia / fall Status

> Ethnicity
V; Q
a’”age dta"e Nationality g Culture
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Root cause problem-solving approach

The BPfA calls for analysing the main structures of gender
Inequality and addressing its root causes. For example, the
Beljing Platform for Action emphasized that women and qgirls'
empowerment iIs a mechanism for the achievement of gender
equality but did not approach empowerment as an independent
mechanism.

The Beljing Platform for Action acknowledged that enjoying equal
rights in health, education, work, political life, and others is the
main driver of women’s empowerment.
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Interconnectedness and Consistency

Women and the Violence against The girl child Women and the

environment women economy 12 Critical Areas
/9'\3/7 g AL £ g ¥
L /44” & ﬁs n each critical area, the
| problem is diagnosed,
Institutional Women and Human rights of Education and I I I I
. : g training of Droposing strategic ObjeCtIVGS
mechanisms armed conflict women .
o o 0® WORE" and practical measures.
N - .
] ﬁ% » @ The objectives and strategies
Women and Women in power Women and Women and the are inte rconneCted
poverty and decision-making health media

o] 0 4]

: - I
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Partnership Event

Comm|tment Of various Intragovernmental (within
€ same governmen
th t)
aCtO I'S Intergovernmental
(between several
Coordination mechanisms governments)

International community

Private sector

Civil society
organizations, especially
women’s groups and
networks, as well as
NGOs and community-
based organizations
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