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At Rainbow Theater Jabal Amman - First Circle
12TH Edition
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Welcome to the 12th edition of Women's Film Week. As the Artistic Director, it is my privilege to
stand before you today and emphasize the profound significance of our collective narrative. Our
theme this year, "Our story is not complete until all of our stories are complete," encapsulates the
essence of our mission.

In a world where voices are often drowned out by the cacophony of louder narratives, it is
imperative that we amplify the voices of women, particularly those in regions of conflict and
adversity. From Gaza to Sudan, Yemen to Syria, Iraq and beyond, the stories of women resonate
with pain, resilience, and untold strength. Many of these narratives remain unheard, buried
beneath the rubble of societal indifference.

Why is the narrative of film so crucial in this endeavor? Because film has the unparalleled power
to transcend borders, cultures, and languages. Whether it's through documentary or short film, the
medium becomes inconsequential in the face of the stories it conveys. It is the raw emotion, the
unfiltered truth, and the unyielding spirit of these women that demand our attention.

We must recognize that in our interconnected world, we are not merely spectators but active
participants in the collective human experience. Through the compassion elicited by film, we can
bridge the gap between distant realities and our own lives. Social media serves as a catalyst,
amplifying these stories and mobilizing us to action.

As we embark on this journey through the lens of women's cinema, let us commit ourselves to
not just watching, but truly seeing. Let us lend our voices to those who have been silenced and
ensure that their stories are not just heard, but remembered. For it is only when all our stories are
told, when every voice is heard, that our story truly becomes complete.

Thank you.

Ghada Saba
Artistic Director of Women’s Film Week
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At 8:30 PM
Erige Sehiri, 92 minutes, Drama, Arabic and French with English subtitles, Tunisia, 2021.

Among the trees, young women and men working the summer harvest develop new feelings,

flirt, try to understand each other, find - and flee - deeper connections.

The film won many awards including the grand prize at the 25th edition of the Taipei Film
Festival in Taiwan, the EcoProd Jury Award in the Directors' Bi-Month Competition at the
Cannes Film Festival, the Silver Tanit Award from the Carthage Film Festival, and the Golden
Bayard Award from the Namur Film Festival, the Grand Prix Award in French Cinema Days
in Tubingen-Stuttgart. The film also competed in the official competition of the Red Sea
International Film Festival, the Marrakesh International Film Festival, and the Malmé Arab
Film Festival in Sweden, and Cairo Film Days.
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Noor Alasswad, 10 minutes, Documentary, in Arabic with
English subtitles, Palestine and Qatar, 2020.
An exiled Palestinian woman sits under the shade of a lemon

tree, retreating into her memories of early life in her homeland.
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Christy Garland, 89 minutes, Documentary, in Arabic with English subtitles, Canada and
Denmark, 2018.

Raised in a refugee camp in the West Bank, while her mother was in prison, Walaa is determined
to survive basic training to become one of the few women on the Palestinian Security Forces —
which is not easy for a girl who breaks all the rules. Following Walaa from 15 to 21, with an
intimate POV and the exuberant energy of its subject, this is the story of a young woman
navigating formidable obstacles, learning which rules to break and follow, and disproving the

negative predictions from her surroundings and the world at large.

The film received nominations and awards
at various international film festivals and was pUSW drgul dutwgo
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recognized in TIFF's Canada's Top Ten list of 2018. Canada DOHA FILM INSTITUTE
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At 8:30 PM
Nadia Fares, 86 minutes, Documentary, in Arabic with English subtitles, Switzerland, 2023.

Three generations of women rebel against patriarchal prohibitions. In this cinematic letter,

Swiss-Egyptian film director Nadia Fares pays tribute to her father as she recounts 75 years of

women's struggles both in Egypt, her fathet's country, and in Switzerland, her mothert's

country, where she grew up. She explores the impact of patriarchal traditions in the East and

the West, revealing them as mirror images.

The film was nominated for the Prix de Soleure at the 2023 Solothurn Film Festival
(Solothurner Filmtage).

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Embassy of Switzerland to Jordan and Iraq




Wednesday 17 April 2024 ¥ve Olacs WV el )Y

82 94!

2lue dwslud! delud!

dl dez 3 o Aol Lol (3B V£ doil 5 5395 ooVl
ARMARIREISNES ]

lpalls Jsie J] 8Ys)l usy 95 Il Llal Jsor @l Slas 5903
Bz o yloxis Lond3ls § dSarl] Basiy LS DLt s
oaizbly gl Y eis

S da Ll S5l Lyt o Sz Boe e ol Slo
osdezd) s 83leg so)liew Jadly dlies Ladly (i) old
Floz & Basae Olowdis Slsr e das LS S ] dLaYL
}ilygw(éﬂx.c dunll Gaudi 3Slg=g (o illy dold) Forque

MWy dslud) Lge 35199 b il Feroz

Lullaby
At 6 PM

Alauda Ruiz de Azua, 104 minutes, Drama, Spanish with English subtitles, Spain, 2022.

The story revolves around Amaia, who, after giving birth, returns to her parental home due to
her partner's absence. The narrative delves into her adjustments and experiences as a new

mother within the familial and societal framework.

The film won the Golden Biznaga Awards for Best Spanish Film, Best Actress, Best
Screenplay, and the Audience Choice Award. Additionally, it received nominations and wins at
the 28th Forqué Awards, 15th Gaudi Awards, 10th Feroz Awards, and 37th Goya Awards.
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Start Line
At 8:30 PM

Ayako Imamura, 112 minutes, Documentary, in Japanese with Arabic and English subtitles,
Japan, 2016.

3,824 kilometers in 57 days: in the summer of 2015, filmmaker Ayako Imamura, who was
born deaf, started a bicycle journey through Japan. For her this was a physical challenge and
an experiment in communication. Having felt frustrated when communicating with hearing
people, she decided to confront the problem head on, exploring not only her country, but also

herself in this documentary road movie.

The film won the Nippon Visions Audience Award at the 2017 Nippon Connection Japanese
Film Festival.
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Ellie Wen, 21 minutes, Documentary, in English with Arabic subtitles, USA, 2020.

The Missfits follows an all-girls robotics team based in San Francisco that is taking on the
male-dominated field of engineering. They are determined to show other girls how fun and rewarding
STEM can be, one robot at a time. The documentary follows The Missfits as they confront growing
pains, build their robot, and travel to competitions. The diverse team is made up of twenty gitls from
high schools around the Bay Area ranging in age from fifteen to eighteen and coming from a variety of
backgrounds. Together, on the team, they build each other up and learn to embrace their own identities.
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Ana Laura Calderon, 80 minutes, Drama, in Spanish with
English subtitles, Mexico, 2019.

Lucfa, a Yoreme girl in Northern Mexico, dreams of healing

her father's broken heart by playing the harp, which is

traditionally played only by men in her community.

The film won Best International Feature Film in the Category "Children's Film" at the International
Film Festival for Children and Young Audience SCHLINGEL, Best Film Award of The City of
Malmé Children's Film Award at the 2021 BUFF International Film Festival, and the Best Fiction
Award at the 2020 BannabaFest - Festival Internacional de Cine de Derechos Humanos de Panama.

RELACIONES EXTERIORES | MEXICO 1.5, Embassy in Jordan
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At 8:30 PM

Marie-Castille Mention-Schaa, 110 minutes, Drama and biopic, French with English
subtitles, France, 2022.

The film tells the true story of Zahia Ziouani, a determined and talented 17-year-old
musician who dreams of becoming a conductor. Despite facing challenges as a woman, the
daughter of Algerian immigrants, and coming from a working-class background, she strives

to make symphonic music accessible to everyone. Zahia creates the culturally diverse

Divertimento orchestra in her Parisian immigrant neighborhood, conducting it to this day.

The film won the Closing Night Film Special Recognition Award at the 2023 Stony Brook
Film Festival.

EX
AMBASSADE
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Liberté
Epalité
Fratermité
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Delfina Vidal, 60 minutes, Documentary, in Spanish
with English subtitles, Panama, 2017.

The life of Marta Matamoros. Matamoros
transformed from a dressmaker to a renowned
international trade union leader, dedicating her life to
defending the rights of Panamanian women and
workers. Her journey of struggle led to persecution
and jail, but ultimately resulted in significant victories.
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Lauren Sevilla Faustino, 45 minutes, Documentary, [Ris
Filipino/ Tagalog with English subtitles, Philippines, 2011.

Ang Babae sa Likod ng Mambabatok delves into the
life of Fang Od, a 92-year-old renowned tattoo artist in
Kalinga. It explores her artistry, her personal reflections
on her life choices, and her role as a cultural icon.

¥ EMBAJADA DE PANAMA EN
REPUBLICA DE FANAMA JORDANIA
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Ben Proudfoot, 22 minutes, in English with Arabic subtitles, USA, 2021.

Lusia Harris reflects on her time as a college basketball star, during which she and her team, Delta State
University, won three national championships, and she won a silver medal with the United States women's
national basketball team at the 1976 Summer Olympics. Her playing career ended after her graduation, as the
WNBA would not be founded until 1996; she was offered the unique opportunity to try out for the New
Otleans Jazz (later Utah Jazz) of the NBA, but turned it down, preferring to concentrate on raising a family.
She would then return to Delta State University as head coach of their women's team.
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Declan Recks, 96 minutes, Sports Drama, in Irish with Arabic and
English subtitles, Ireland, 2022.

Tarrac is a contemporary drama set on the coastlines of Kerry in the
tough world of Naomhog racing,

The film won the Best Cinematography in an Irish Feature Award at
the 2022 Galway Film Fleadh. Additionally, it was nominated for the
Best Actress in a Lead Role in a Film Award at the 2023 Irish Film and
Television Awards.
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At 6 PM

Paola Cortellesi, 118 minutes, Drama, Italian with English subtitles, Italy, 2023.

A comedy drama film, set in the 1940s Italy, it follows Delia breaking traditional family
patterns and aspiring to a different future, after receiving a mysterious letter that pushes her

to reverse gender roles.

In 2024, the film won the Film of the Year Award at the Italian National Syndicate of Film
Journalists, and the International Competition Dragon Award at the Géteborg Film

Festival. It also won the Special Jury Award for Best Film at the 2023 Rome Film Fest.

Ambasciata d'italia
Amman
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At 8:30 PM

Mohamed Kordofani, 120 minutes, Drama, in Arabic with English subtitles, Sudan, Egypt,
France KSA and Sweden, 2023.

Wracked by guilt after covering up a murder, Mona — a northern Sudanese retired singer in
a tense marriage — tries to make amends by taking in the deceased’s southern Sudanese
widow, Julia, and her son, Daniel, into her home. Unable to confess her transgressions to
Julia, Mona decides to leave the past behind and adjust to a new status quo, unaware that the

country’s turmoil may find its way into her home and put her face to face with her sins.

The won many awards including the Freedom Prize, Un Certain Regard, at the 2023 Cannes
Film Festival, the Audience Award at the Paysages de Cinéastes, the

Roger Ebert Award at the Chicago International Film Festival, and the Best Film Award at
the Belfast Film Festival. It was also Sudan’s official submission to the 96th Academy

Awards for Best International Feature Film.
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