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The Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering (RDFL)

The Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering (RDFL) is a feminist, secular,
non-governmental organization advocating for and raising awareness about the rights of
women and girls in Lebanon. Founded in 1976, RDFL is one of the oldest feminist

organizations based on volunteerism.

RDFL's vision
RDFLs vision is to achieve equality between women and men in all spheres, and to

provide protection from gender-based violence.

RDFL's mission
RDFLs mission is to work on and advocate for the elimination of gender-based violence
and all forms of discrimination, and to achieve full citizenship for women through a

widespread empowered membership, in collaboration with civil society.

RDFL's values:

- Feminism

- Secularism

- Democracy

- Transparency

- Rejection of all forms of discrimination and racism

- Equality

RDFLs Work on Child Marriage:

Child marriage deprives children of their fundamental rights: the right of development,
freedom of expression, protection from all forms of abuse, the right to play and the right
to be protected from harmful traditional practices. It also exposes a girl to the risk of
poor health, to early pregnancy and to the attendant increased risk of complications
during pregnancy. Child marriage has other negative ramifications for girls: it often
results in their social isolation and low level of education and vocational training, thus
reinforcing the gendered nature of poverty. In extreme cases, the practice can involve
human trafficking and organized crime, sexual abuse and marital rape. This harmful

practice can even lead to depression and to death.



Against this background, since its establishment in 1976, the Lebanese Women
Democratic Gathering- RDFL has worked extensively on the issue of child marriage
through raising the awareness of communities all over Lebanon, and through providing
legal and psychological support for female survivors of child marriage and gender-based
violence. Over the past two years, RDFL organized more than 100 awareness-raising
sessions, round tables, focus groups, trainings and discussions about different issues
related to gender-based violence and sexual violence against women and girls. RDFL
coordinated these events with various right holders, stakeholders, mainly municipalities,
civil society organizations, youth and women'’s groups, political parties, trade unions,
ministries, official bodies, universities,schools, public figures and media.

Starting in 2015, RDFL focused on providing a legal framework that would advance the
issue of banning child marriage in the Lebanese parliament.

In December 2015, RDFL formed a legal committee to draft a law to ban child marriage
in Lebanon. The committee ensured that the proposed draft law was developed in line
with international conventions and Lebanon’s international obligations, in particular the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, CEDAW, and the International Bill of Human Rights.
In August 2016, the committee reviewed and finalized the proposed draft law, which
consisted of five articles that defined the minimum age for marriage in Lebanon where
article 1 stipulated that a “child” refers to any boy or girl under the age of 18, and
therefore “the age of marriage in Lebanese territory [should be] 18". The draft law,
entitled “Protecting Children from Early Marriage,” was adopted by MP Elie Keyrouz and
presented to the Lebanese Cabinet on 28 March 2017 and doesn’t include exceptions.

In the same context, RDFL has worked on building a coalition to support all activities
aiming at enacting the law on the protection of children from child marriage. More than
57 official institutions and national and international women's rights, human rights,
children and civil society organizations joined the coalition and participated in the
preparation of its memorandum of understanding.

The Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament, Nabih Berri, referred the draft law to the
Administration and Justice Committee for discussion immediately after RDFLs
launching of the massive online and advertising campaign #NotBefore18 which reached
more than 1.2 million people. This campaign focused on raising awareness on the
negative impacts of child marriage on the health of girls.

The law is currently being discussed in the House of Representatives.
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The study was conducted by the Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering (RDFL) in
partnership with UN Women and Save the Children, under the overall framework of the
“UN Women Men and Women for Gender Equality” Program, funded by the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). It aimed to shed light on the
attitude of Lebanese society towards child marriage, its causes and side effects. The
study also surveyed the opinion of the Lebanese people in regard to the State and what
role it should play in ending this practice, for example passing legislation raising the
legal age of marriage for girls to 18 years. The importance of this study is based on the
fact that it is the first study that deals with the views of the Lebanese society regarding
child marriage and the proposed laws related to it. This poll was conducted by Statistics
Lebanon Ltd. from 21 March 2018 to 10 April 2018. Face-to-face interviews were

conducted. The sample was drawn using a proportional distribution technique.

Characteristics of the sample

The sample size for this survey is n= 1,200 Lebanese males and females (50/50) aged 18
years and above, from all Lebanese governorates and socioeconomic groups. A total of
36% of the respondents had a university degree while only 1% were illiterate. The
majority of respondents, or 44%, run their own business, 53% are employed and 3% are
unemployed. As for the family situations, 52% of the respondents are married and the
majority of them are married and over 22 years old. A total of 9% of the respondents

married before they were 18 years.



Results

This section presents the results of the study, which aims to shed light on Lebanese
society’s views on child marriage and the level of support for the establishment of a
minimum age for girls’ and boys’ marriage in Lebanon and the enactment of laws to ban

this practice and by consequence its negative social and economic impacts on girls

forced to marry before they reach 18 years.

The Opinion of Lebanese Society towards Child Marriage:

A total of 97% of Lebanese believe that the best marriageable age for females is 18 years
and above, while 99% believe that the best age for marriage for males is 18 years old

and above.

More positive figures: 85% of Lebanese believe that a girl who has reached puberty is not
ready for marriage. And 79% of respondents believe that girls under 18 years are not ready

to assume the responsibilities associated with marriage, including raising children.

In your opinion, what is the most suitable marriageable age?

18 years and above

For males For females




It should be noted that the age group most supportive of child marriage is the category
56 years and older, with 9% of respondents in this category agreeing that the
marriageable age for females should be between 15 and 17 years, although the same
category did not support child marriage for males. Such attitudes highlight a clear
pattern of discrimination against females, in other words a gender bias.

In your opinion, what is the most suitable marriageable age for females? per age category

96% 99%

1%

B 18- 15years
18 years and above

In your opinion, what is the most suitable marriageable age for males? per age category

99% 99%

1%
1%

56 and above 36 -55 18- 35

B 18- 15years
S 18 years and above



Another encouraging figure -- 84% of the sample opposed child marriage
before 18 years.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the idea of child marriage,

under the age of 18?

N
§ Neutral

Agree

- Disagree

In addition, 80% of the respondents believed that marrying a girl under
the age of 18 is a crime.



The Opinion of Lebanese Society towards the proposed law banning
child marriage

According to the sample, 64% of Lebanese society supports the passing of
a law stipulating 18 years as the minimum age for the marriage of girls
and boys in Lebanon.

Compared to the percentage against child marriage (84%), this shows that either people
do not believe that legislation can resolve the issue, or that legislation alone cannot stop
the practice of child marriage, or both.

The age group 18-35 years is most in favor of stipulating the minimum marriageable age

for girls in Lebanon, as shown in the chart below:

Do you support the state specifying a minimum age of marriage

for females in Lebanon per age category?

N
S Agree
- Disagree
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In the same context, women are more supportive of a law that sets the minimum age of
marriage at 18 years (68%), compared to 60% of men.
A total of 97% of supporters of the proposed law believe that the appropriate minimum

legal age is 18 years, as the chart below demonstrates:

If the answer is yes, in your opinion what should be the minimum legal

age of marriage for females? n=769

18 years and above

15-17

years

Below 15
years

2%

Among those who opposed the role of the State to determine the age of marriage, 73%
believed that it was a personal choice and that each person has the right to choose the

appropriate age for his/her marriage.
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If the answer is no, why don’t you support specifying a minimum

age of marriage? n=431

N

Customs and Traditions

Religious Reasons

- Personal Choice

The respondents asserted that the following reasons could prevent the adoption of a law

to ban child marriage:

What are the obstacles that might prevent the adoption of the child marriage law?

0
R The will of

Religious
political leaders

interferences

Social rejection and
a male dominated
society
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The Reasons for Child Marriage:

Another figure: 25% of the respondents said that parental pressure was the main reason

girls under 18 years marry.

In your opinion, what is the reason for parents marrying their daughters

under the age of 18?

25%

S

N

17% 17% 18% N

N B N N

99 S S S N

° S S S S

g S S N 3 S

3% S S S S S

S | | S S a S
Rape Others Fleeing a Personal Financial Customs & Parents’
Bad Family Choice Needs Traditions Pressure

Situation or Fear from

Remaining Single

And 45% of respondents cited financial needs as the main reason for parents pressuring

their daughters to marry before reaching 18 years.

In your opinion, what is the main reason that might lead the parents to

marry their children before the age of 18?

45%

39%

Economic
Reasons

Customs &
Traditions
or Fear from
Remaining Single

1 0% 80/0 4%

Girl's
Choice

Lack of
Communication
Between Parents
and Children

Rape

3%

Others
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The Side Effects of Child Marriage:

53% (59% of women and 47% of men) of persons in the sample said that child marriage,
i.e. under 18 years, affects and threatens the health of the girl-mother and the fetus.

The majority of respondents believed that the following risks applied if a girl married
before reaching 18 years:

To what extent do you believe that child marriage:

82%

@2

It Increases It Deprives the Girl It Exposes the Girl It Increases the Risk
the Possibility of her Right to Choose to Spousal Violence of Exposure to Mental
of Divorce the Suitable Person Illness Such as Hysteria

Schizofrenia or Depression

. Neither a Supporter
Disagree Nor an Opponent
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Conclusion

The Lebanese public is against child marriage and deems this practice to constitute a

rights violation against girls.

Among a total of 97% of Lebanese believe that the best marriageable age for females is
18 years and above, 64% of them support the passing of a law stipulating 18 years as the
minimum age for the marriage of girls and boys in Lebanon. According to the poll
results, people believe that the major causes behind child marriage are economic and
social, such as the negative connotation of a woman remaining single, combined with
customs and traditions. Women are more supportive of a child marriage law than men,
and older groups have less supportive attitudes towards the law than younger groups.

The public believes that legislation alone is not enough to do away with child marriage.

Therefore, more work should be undertaken to increase awareness among fathers,
mothers and their children on the risks and negative social, economic and health
consequences of such harmful traditional practices. Since financial need is a major
factor influencing child marriage, there is a need to scale up economic empowerment

interventions targeting families.
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